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Parasite of Gnathia sp. In marine fishes in the

Western Coast of Libya

Isopoda parasites are arthropods that
infect different fishes and they are also
unknown in Libyan waters due to the lack
of research studies on them.This study
was carried out between January 2017 to
March 2021, aimed to identify the
parasites in some fishes caught from the
western coast of Libya.A total of 345
individuals of nine different fishes, were
collected from Tripoli coast namely;

Diplodus annularis Linnaeus, 1758,
Sarpa salpa Linnaeus, 1758, Diplodus
sargus Linnaeus, 1975, Pagellus

erythrinus Linnaeus, 1758, Mustelus
mustelus Linnaeus,1758, Squalus sp
Risso, 1826, Sphyraena viridensis
Cuvier, 1829, Sphyraena sphyraena
Linnaeus, 1758, Sphyraena flavicauda
Ruppell, 1838.

A total of 1011 of praniza Larvae Ganthia
sp were isolated. The highest prevalence
of infection was in Diplodus sargus
(66.67%) with mean intensity 6.57 and
abundance of 23.5 whilst the lowest
prevalence was 3.85% in the Sphyraena
viridensis with a mean intensity 1 and
abundance 0.038. This study has
provided important information on the
impact of parasites on the Libyan coast
and filled the gap of knowledge on the
parasites diversity along the south
Mediterranean.
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Fish parasites are considered as a
part of marine biodiversity in
worldwide, it is very important to
know the native and invasive
species in Libyan waters to be
included in the Libyan marine
biodiversity database, thus, this
study was conducted to
investigate fish parasites in the
native barracuda fishes. A total of
52 and 50 individuals of S.
viridensis and S. sphyraena

respectively, were collected from
the fishermen and fish markets in
the western coast of Libya . A total
of 165 individual of parasites were
identified to the species
(except two).

level

Parasites of native fishes Sphyraena viridensis Linnaeus,
1758 and Sphyraena sphyraena, Cuvier, 1829 in the

Western Coast of Libya

The rates of infection in S.
viridensis and S.sphyraena, was
32% and 48% respectively. The
highest prevalence of infection
was 94.2% and 39.2% for the
Scolex pleuronectis in both fish

sample, while the lowest
prevalence was 1.96% the
Vargula sp.in S. sphyraena

samples. The studies parasites
species in the Mediterranean are
very important to provide a
contribution to fill the gap of
knowledge on the biological and
ecological trait of marine fishes.
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